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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Shell Shock! The Turtles 
Strut Their Yos on Screen 


Can four green-skinned mutuant turtles pull off 
a coup that used to take an amy of traveling yo- 
yomen? Could this be the long-awaited rebirth of 
the yo-yo? 

When the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (or, 
rather, just one of them, Michelangelo) show their 
billions of young fans how to yo-yo in their latest 
movie, we’ll be watching the playgrounds across 
America to see if kids pick up on the cue. 

The result could be spectacular. Playthings 
magazine reported in its December issue that 
“after three years at number one on Playthings’ 
Best Selling Toy Survey, Nintendo has been 
dethroned [by] those raucous reptiles.” 

Happily, Playthings reported, “A selection of 
good, old-fashioned basics also rated mention [in 
the survey].” Items such as Silly Putty, Play-Doh, 
Slinky, yo-yos, Crayola crayons, playballs, bub- 
bles and baseball cards “continue to make cash 
registers ring.” 

Anyway, the movie, which debuted on March 
22. (and which we took our 7-year-old son to see 
on the first day) had Michelangelo taking a yo-yo 
off the rack of a store while foiling a burglar at- 
tempt, then using it to dazzle the thieves. As the 
robbers look on ina state of suspended animation, 
hypnotized by the yo-yo, Michelangelo performs 
two tricks while saying something flippant such 
as, “Hey, check it out! Walk the Dog! Around the 
World!” 

Well, it’s not exactly “Around the World.” It’s 
more like “The Helicopter.” Mikey (as his turtle 
pals call him) throws the yo-yo around above his 
head in a vertical plane, clobbering three or four 
bad guys in the process, 

And demonstrating how not to play with a yo- 
yo. 

(We can see the formation of a Yo-Yo Control 
Lobby, demanding laws to control the purchase of 
yo-yos as dangerous weapons, complete with 
mandatory registration, laws prohibiting the car- 
tying of a concealed yo-yo without a permit anda 
seven-day waiting period on all purchases. Our 
elementary school principal would be a charter 
member But we digress.) 

The yo-yo that Michelangelo uses is a specially 
made model produced for the movie by Hum- 
mingbird. “They [the movie producers] called us 
up,” explained Hummingbird’s vice president- 
sales and marketing James Watt. “Part of the 
movie was being filmed in a very large toy-store 
set and they wanted the Turtles to use yo-yos. 

"The problem was that the costumes they [the 
actors] wear are foam and bulky and only have 
three fingers, so they couldn’t use a normal-size 
yo-yo. They asked us if we could make an over- 
sized yo-yo that would work. We had a week to 
produce a workable yo-yo. 

"We designed and manufactured three different 


yo-yos and did them up in the ‘Oh! Zone’ con- 
figuration. They worked great.” 

”Oh! Zone” is Hummingbird’s name for a new 
line of products, including yo-yas, paddleballs, 
spin tops and jump ropes painted with abstract 
streaks of color. 

"They gave us permission to puta yellow stick- 
er on our Oh! Zone yo-yos that says, ‘As seen in 
the movie....’,” he said. 

At least one movie reviewer enjoyed the se- 
quence. In an article in the Washington Post, 
Donna Britt and Hamani Britt-Gibson (one of 
whom is a mother, the other is her 9-year-old 
daughter, but the article didn’t say which was 
which), write: “All grown-ups should let theirkids 
see [the movie]. Because it’s not really violent and 
it taught me how to do tricks withyo-yos. And new 
karate moves.” 

By the way, the yo-yo segment in the movie is 
very early in the movie. Don’ tbe late to the theater 
oryou might miss it completely. 


“Operation G.I. Yo” 
Continues Until 
the Troops Come Home 


The fighting is over in Operation Desert Storm, 
but the coalition forces still have thousands of 
troops in the Gulf. According to reports in the 
press, they’re still looking for ways to fight 
boredom. 


What's better for fighting boredom than the 
ever-popular yo-yo? 

As reported in our [ast issue, at least 10 yo-yo 
companies are participating in “Operation G.I. 


$2.00 
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MICHELANGELO gives ‘em yo in “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 2: The Secret of the Ooze.” 
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Yo.” Here’s how it works: 

For every yo-yo ordered from a participating 
company order for a G.I. in the Gulf (either a 
specific G.I. or “Any Soldier”), the company will 
send a second yo-yo at no extra charge “for a 
buddy.” 

IMPORTANT: All yo-yos must be shipped 


Also, if you will forward the name and APO or 
FPO address of the soldierto us at “Yo-YoTimes,” 
we will send free copies of the next two issues to 
your G.I (Be sure to ALSO include the G.I.’s 
home address as well your own address.) 

For a list of the participating companies and 
their special offers, see the January-February 
issue of “Yo-Yo Times.” If you do not havea copy, 
or lost yours, send us a first-class postage stamp 
(29 cents at the present time) and we’ll send you 
another copy. Be sure to mention “Operation G.I. 
Yo.” 


Yo-Yo of the Year 


The almost-unanimous vote of our readers for 
1990 Yo-Yo of the Year goes to—who else?— 
Saddam Hussein. Do you really need to know the 
reasons why? 

We invited our readers to vote on their choice 
for Yo-Yo of the Yearin our November-December 
issue. Because we were engaged in war when our 
last issue came out, we decided to hold off an- 
nouncing Hussein’s victory — the only one he is 
likely to achieve this orany other year—while the 
Gulf War was going on. 

Like ayo-yo, Hussein was UP forwar, now he’s 
DOWN for the count. May he remain there. 
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“Return of the Yo-Yo” 
New Schedule 


Due toa conflict in the scheduling of one of its 
events, Taubman Companies have made another 
change in the dates for its next two exhibitions of 
“The Retum of the Yo-Yo" at suburban shopping 
malls. They are: June 29-July 27, Lakeforest, 
Gaithersburg, Md. (a suburb of Washington, 
D.C), and Aug, 13-Sept. 29, Marley Station, Glen 
Bumie, Md. (a suburb of Baltimore). Be sure to 
check your local newspapers or call the malls as 
the date for the exhibits approaches for final 
details, Future appearances of the traveling show- 
case will be announced later. 


YO CALENDAR 


National Yo-Yo Day, June 6: 


Let Us Know Your Plans 


The 99th anniversary of the birth of the late 
Donald F. Duncan, founder of Duncan Yo-Yos, 
will be observed this year as the Second Annual 
National Yo-Yo Day, on Thursday, June 6, 1991. 

If yourcommunity oryo-yo club is planning any 
official celebration or other activities on that day 
(Cron Saturday, June 8, the closest weekend day), 
please let us know and we’ ll report it in the next 
issue of “Yo-Yo Times.” 

National Yo-Yo Day was the idea of Yo Master 
Dan Volk, now of San Francisco, . It is officially 
recognized by its listing in the 1991 edition of 
Chase’s Annual Events. 


N.E. Regional, June 22 


The first Northeast Regional Yo-Yo Competi- 
tion is scheduled for Saturday, June 22, in St. Al- 
bans, Vermont. It will be held at St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church, beginning at 10 a.m. with the 
competition beginning at 1 p.m. 

Yo-yo demonstrations will be presented by “Yo- 
Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook (the world’s 
youngest yo-yo pro) and “Professor Yo- Yo” Stuart 
Crump (editor of “Yo-Yo Times”) and perhaps 
other yo-yo masters. Rich Falls of Pine City, N.Y., 
will display his yo-yo collection. Don Duncan of 
Playmaxx Inc. and “Yo-Yo King” Phil Morin of 
Bellingham, Mass., will be guest judges. 

Competition will be in three categories: begin- 
nets, advanced and championship divisions. 
Beginner and advanced competitions will be fur- 
ther broken into age groups: 11 and under, 12-20 
and 21-up. The championship contest will be open 
to anyone. No transaxle yo-yos permitted in com- 
petition, only standard yo-yos. The competition 
will follow the rules and tricks used in the Califor- 
nia competition. 

For further information and a list of tricks and 
tules contact Bob and Stephanie Baybrook, 
R.D.#, Box 1220, Enosburg, VT 05450, 
802/933-5209. 


Mark Your Calendar for IJA 


Yo-yoers of all ages and abilities will again be 
attending the Intemational Jugglers Association’s 
annual meeting, which will be held this year on 
the campus of Washington University in St Louis, 
Ma., July 16-21. 


CHARM YOUR AUDIENCE 


*EVENIE THE AUDDIENCHASONEY S40L- 


NB~2i 0-YO 


Pull this sleek spinner out of its carry pouch & the fun 
begins! Monster sleepers of 60 seconds and more, 
or 50 Around-the-World’s are now possible. These 
astonishing spins attract even the casual onlooker as 
this forgiving yo-yo invites you to excel. Create your 
own multiple trick combinations or. tell a story with 
the yo-yo. It is mesmerizing! The secret to this 1 3/4 
ounce wonder is a precision ball bearing axle and 
a unique adjustable string gap which allows rapid 
yo-yo “tune-ups.” Beginners advance quickly & 
experts will enter the yo-yo Twilight Zone. 
Now add the SB-2 to your bag of tricks! 


Yes! Rust me the SB-2 boved with Plight Wangal. pouch, 
accessories, & bonus spare bearing. $75.00 Postpaid 
\ame Phone 
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Several yo-yo workshops will again be featured 
at the conference, and you'll get to watch the 
world’s greatest jugglers and vaudevillians in ac- 
tion. 

To attend, you’ ll have to join the D/A, which is 
$25 for U.S. residents, $30 outside the U.S. Your 
membership includes a subscription to the JA 
magazine “Juggler’s Word.” 

We'll be sharing details on the IJA conference 
in future issues. In the meantime, mark yourcalen- 
dar and begin to make your plans to attend. For 
complete details on the LIA and registering for the 
conference, contact Tom Bennett, Intemational 
Jugglers Association, Bax 3707, Akron, OH 
44314, or call Tom at 216/745-3552. 

Don’ t miss it! 


Yo at New England 


Vaudeville Fete, July 26-28 


Yo-yoing will be one of the performing arts 
celebrated at the 10th Annual New England 
Vaudeville Festival in Gardiner, Maine. Producer 
of the festival is Johnson Hall Inc., a local non- 
profit organization committed to restoring 
Maine’s oldest theater, the Johnson Hall Opera 
House (built in 1864) and converting it into a full- 
time center for education and performance in the 
field of Variety Arts and New Vaudeville. 

The three-day festival will feature more than 50 
performers and an audience estimated at about 
12,000, artistic director Benny Reehl told us. For 
information on attending, tickets, housing, etc., 
contact the New England Vaudeville Festival, 53 
Dresden Ave., Gardiner, ME 04345, 207/582- 
3730. 

Let us know if you’ re planning to attend and we 
may be able to work youryo-yo skills into ouract. 


Smothers Brothers on Tour 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 

April 3, Madison (Wisc.) Civic Center 

April 5-7, Performing Arts Center, Milwaukee, 
Wisc. 

April 11-15, The Golden Nugget, Las Vegas. 

April 19, Walnut Creek, Calif. 

May 4, The Tower Theater, Fresno, Calif. 

May 10, Luther Burbank Center, Santa Rosa, 
Calif. 

May 12, Circle Star Theater, San Carlos, Calif. 

May 16-19, Fox Theater, Detroit, Mich. 

May 30-June 1, Riverside Casino, Laughlin, 
Nev. 


Tuff Topp is Tops of Fun 


It'sa yo-yo! It’s a top! Its a Tuff Topp, a toy in- 
vented 40 years ago by the late Albert Hartman. 
“My dad had the idea in the 1950s,” his son, Vic 
Hartman, told us, when we stopped by the Albert's 
Inc. booth at the New York Toy Fair “He never 
marketed it. He only built a prototy pe that we kids 
played with. I always kept it in mind and thought 
that if we ever get ahead far enough, we'd give it 
a try. I’m a masonry contractor My wife, Sandra, 
is the one who's really gotten interested in it. 

It’s a top that works on the principle of a yo- 
ya.” 

The Tuff Topp iooks like a top with half a yo-yo 
on top of it. The string is attached to the top’s axle. 
To play with it as a top, you pull the string quick- 
ly out and let go. The string winds back up and the 
top spins like the dickens. You can Set it down on 
either end and watch it spin. Magically, if you put 


it down on its side, it will work itself upright. 

Its playability as a yo-yo is somewhat limited. 
Basically all you can do with it as a yo-yo is the 
“Gravity Pull.” It’s more fun as a top. 

"This would be Dad’s dream, to see people in- 
terested in it,” Vic said. “People got tired of hear- 
ing him talk about it!” The Tuff Topp retails for 
$7.99. If you'd like to try one and can’t find it in 
your local store, add $2.00 for postage and han- 
dling (or $10 total) and write to Albert’s Inc., 204 
North Highth St. Council Grove, KS 66846, 
316/767-5286. 


TOY FAIR 


The following are some of the yo-yo stories we 
found at the New York Toy Fair in February. 
PLEASE NOTE: Some of these companies sell in 
wholesale lots only. That means they cannot sell 
you just oneyo-yo. If the company cansell a single 
yo-yo, the story says so. Otherwise, contact the 
company to find out the name of its distributor 
nearest you. 

@ “We had changed our TV buys a little bit last 
year,” explained Tom O’Brien, national sales 
manager for Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Box 5, Mid- 
dlefield, OH 44042. “We’re back on track this 
yeat” Inall, Duncan has placed “over 1000 spots” 
(its promotional materials report) on “traditional 
kid’s programming” The Family Cahnnel, TNT, 
Nashville Network, WTBS, Nickelodeon and 
USA Network this past fall and into spring. 

“We have some new merchandising ideas for the 
mass market that we think are going to move afew 
yO-yos, such as mounting six yo-yos on a ‘strip,’ 
{for easy display on retail shelves]. We started 
shipping those in May, and it’s been a good item 
for us.” When asked how yo-yo sales are doing in 
the current recessionary climate, he said: “We’ re 
off a little bit on sales [this fiscal year, July 1-June 
30]. Historically, when a recession hits, yo-yo 
sales increase because the yo-yo is a great toy for 
a relatively low price....We did have a spurt at 
retail during Christmas, but we found that most 
retailers were faced with significant inventory 
levels and a lot of cases where merchandise 
managers were dictating buying moratosiums. For 
example, one retailer had a big promotional deal 
selling yo-yos on a special rack, and the racks 
stood empty after the yo-yos all sold because they 
couldn’ t place another purchase order. They were 
watching their inventories and hoping that 
Christmas would draw down their inventories. 

e@ Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St, 
P.O. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120, 
has brought out a new Oh! Zone line of products, 
that include yo-yos, spin tops, paddleballs and 
jump ropes. The toys are painted in solid, bright 
neon colors with splash paint decorations (no two 
alike) added. They’ re packed in black and white 
blister packs, the colors pop out. A large-size, spe- 
cially made yo-yo in Oh! Zone style appears in the 
latest Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles movie (see 
lead story in this issue), Suggested retail prices: 
yo-yo, $3.49; paddleball, $3.99; top, $2.99. 

Also, if you need time foryoing, you might want 
tolook into Hummingbird’s new Yo-Yo Clock. It’s 
made of rock maple and looks like a giant yo-yo, 
with a clock face and hands on the side. It uses a 
quartz movement and comes in four finishes: 
natural, and bright neon (orange, green, pink/red) 
in the Oh! Zone pattern. It should retail for about 
$22-23. Also available are a paddleball clock 
($19.95) in several finishes and a Spin Top Lamp 
in Oh! Zone and all natural finishes ($79.95) and 
artdeco ($89.95). Hummingbird Starburst Yo-Yos 
are now available in a new decorative finish and 
look, including the classic yo-yo style with a 
colored stripe, contemporary colors and popular 


colors as well as a white pearlescent finish that is 
soft, almost misty. 

e Spectra Star, P.O. Bax 3099, 13215 Louvre 
St, Pacoima, CA91333-3099, 818/897-2979, has 
added a number of new “YOS” to its line of 
licensed character-figure yo-yos. These include 
Barbie, Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, Bucky 
O Hare, Captain Planet and The Little Mermaid, 
and new styles featuring the Turtles. They retail 
forabout $2.99. “We’ reselling more and more yo- 
yos,” company VP-sales George Funk told us. 
“People buy our yo-yos because they want the 
license characters they’ re familiar with....We’ve 
created our own niche.... Yo-yos are the perfect in- 
door/outdoor toy. They’ re small, and you can take 
them on trips with you. 

@ Orders for its wooden yo-yos have been “con- 
stant,” explained Robert Davey, vice president of 
Aero-motion, P.O, Box 4546, Santa Barbara, CA 
93140, 805/965-5123. “I m not sure where we are 
in the [fad cycle of the yo-yo], but we still have 
yo-yos in our line because they enhance the other 
items we have.” “We're in a quiet period [of yo- 
yo sales] right now,” sales manager Sarah Lord 
said. “Christmas time was very good....So many 
companies have wooden yo-yos. It’s hard to come 
up with something new. Sowe’ re sticking with the 
classic wooden yo-yos. We also do custom im- 
printing.” 

e If you're looking for a very inexpensive im- 
ported plastic yo-yo for kids, try the APSCO 
YOYO from Apsco Gifts, 4100 Forest Park, St. 
Louis, MO 63108-2899, 314/531-8880, which 
sell at wholesale for $3.60 a dozen. Don’t try to 
buy just a dozen, however Cail for minimum- 
order information. They are imported from 
Taiwan. 

@ Curtis Associates, P.O. Box 67171, Chestnut 
Hill, MA02167, 617/455-9191, offers a tradition- 
al unpainted (sleeping) wooden yo-yo, “made the 
same way they were made in the 1800s,” president 
Bill Curtis told us. Suggested retail price of $5. It 
is handmade, made out of maple. Sales from the 
factory are made to retails only. Call for the name 
of the nearest retailer who carries the line. 

© Schylling, P.O. Box 233, 20 Webster St, 
Peabody, MA 01960, 508/532-7540, has a wide 
variety of neat toys imported from France, includ- 
ing a Babar the Hlephant yo-yo, which retails for 
less than $5. Call for the name of the nearest retail 
outlet selling the yo-yo. 

© The Toycrafter, 1237 E. Main St, Rochester, 
NY 14609, 800/433-TOYS or 716/288-9000, no 
longer distributes wooden yo-yos by ZBA, but 
may bring out its own line of yo-yos in the future, 
owner Don Olney told us. 

e Sales of “The Klutz Yo-Yo Book” (available 
at your favorite book or toy store or for $9.95 plus 
$2 shipping and handling from Klutz Press Inc., 
2121 Staunton Ct, Palo Alto, CA. 94306, 415/857- 
0888) have been “steady for about a year,” Klutz 
president and book author John Cassidy told us. 
It’s sold “maybe over 100,000 copies,” he added. 

@ Sales of yo-yos are doing “great,” reports 
Dean Helfer, owner of Channel Craft, Oak St, 
Box 543, Hisworth, PA15331, 412/239-4900. His 
company sells a wide variety of traditional toys 
made of wood and other materials, including yo- 
yos (made by Hummingbird), boomerangs, pud- 
die jumpers, marbles, kaleidoscopes, puzzles, 
whistles, mobiles and tops. “We’ve been selling 
yo-yos for 7 years,” he said. “There was an in- 
crease in sales in the last couple of years, and I 
haven't noticed a drop-off. That’s the difference 
between the gift industry and the toy industry.” 
Channel Craft sells primarily to gift shops and 
only wholesale (no mail order sales to in- 
dividuals). “The gift industry is interested in a 


L2 


NO YO BRIEFS 


— eee 


NEW! YOMEGA FIREBALL™ 


Patented transaxle system yo-yo. 
Solid red cap with gold graphics. $5.95 each 


NEW! YOMEGA RAIDER™ 


Unique high-performance roller-bearing yo-yo 
designed for super long spins and responsive han- 
dling. Genuine biack leather holster 
$19.95 each. 

Send check or money order with $2.50 S&H to: 
Yomega Corp., P.O. Box 4146 

Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


“Dennis McBride’s 
Gallery of String Tricks” 


70 minutes. More than 50 front mounts, dismounts & tricks. 
Stil available: “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video” 
and “Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
Each video, $25. 

Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send your check today to: 

Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 


Santa Clarita, CA. 91350, 805-297-5713 


HUMMINGBIRD 
CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
IuMmingbird will custom manufacture 


H 
wooden yo-yo parts, toys, premium items, etc. 
Complete manufacturing capabilities including: 


@ Millwork 
@ Turnings 
e Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


product’s quality, packaging and its presentation.” 


As much as we love the yo-yo, there are all sorts 
of other neat toys on the market that intrigue us. 
Here are a few of the neatest ideas and toys we 
saw at the recent New York Toy Fair that we 
thought might have some appeal to kids and adults 
who like to yo-yo. (Please note that the addresses 
listed below are where you write to buy in 
wholesale lots ONLY — not retail sales of one toy. 
You can also call or write to ask the name of the 
nearest retail outlet that sells the toy.) 

@ They look a little bit like a yo-yo and they’ re 
on strings, but they’ re really a variation on an old 
toy, the “buzzer.” “They” are Ka-Loppers “be- 
cause of the noise they make,” explained Brad 
Boury, president of Giggles Toy Co., 44854 
Heydenreich, Mt. Clemens, MI 48044, 313/468- 
GLOW (4569). “They glow brightly in the dark.” 
The toy is a little difficult to explain in print You 
hold the two ends of the string inyour hands, twist 
the string and put your hands together and pull 
them apart, causing the two Ka-Lopper disks to 
spin rapidly and “klop” together “Basically these 
are a yo-yo,” Brad said. “Look up the definition 
of ‘yo-yo’ in Websters dictionary. We fight the 
description, ‘a repeating action horizontally or 
vertically.” It bas a retail price of under $4.00. 

@ One of the neatest new non-yo-yo toys we saw 
at the Toy Fairwas the Doodletop from Doodletop 
Company and distributed by DaMert Co., 2476 
Vema Ct, San Leandro, CA 94577, 415/895- 
6500. It looks like a simple finger top, which you 
pick upiny our fingers and give a quick spin. What 
makes it a DOODLE top is the fact that the end of 
its axis is a hard felt-tip-type marker, which draws 
a line everywhere the top moves. It draws some 
really neat vortex -type pictures (seé sample). “It 
never draws the same design twice,” Doodletop 
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co-inventor Chris McKay told us. Suggested retail 
price is $4.95. 

@ Tiny bubbles? Nope. BIG bubbles. Everybody 
loves to blow bubbles. If you'd like to blow big 
ones, check out The Bubble Trumpet and (retail 
price under $10), The Mini-Mighty Bubble Trum- 
pet (retail, $4.95) and the Sudman’s Bubble-ology 
Guide ($2) from Tangent Toy Co., P.O. Box 436, 
Sausalito, CA94965, 415/331-4556. “Bubbles are 
magic,” saidc president Louis Pearl, “The 
Pope of Soap.” “I’m the head of the Church of the 
Ephemeral Bubble! Bubbles are almost spiritual. 
Is a bubble a solid? A liquid? A gas? Nobody 
knows. It’s here today and it’s gone today.” Just to 
show what you can do with a little practice, he 
showed us how to blow one bubble inside another 
bubble, how to blow a square bubble (!), and how 
to blow a dodecahedron (that’s a 12-sided bubble; 
spelling not guaranteed). And, small world that 
this is, Tom Kuhn is his dentist. 


THE YO-YO COLLECTOR 


Champion Junior Top 
I recently bought a wooden yo-yo marked 
“Champion Junior Top.” I’ve never heard of that 
one before. Can any of your readers help? 
R. Leon O’Briant 
Raleigh, N.C. 


Getting Started 
Isaw an article in the “Virginia Pilot” aboutyou. 
I, too, like the yo-yo. I started yoing in October 
1990 when my grandfather bought me my first yo- 
0. 


Where do I find yo-yos to collect? I have five 
now but want to know where I could find old ones. 
I want to start collecting, too. 

John Bradley 
Norfolk, Va. 

[John, you might want to start by collecting the 
yo-yos currently in production. There are a lot of 
good ones, and they are relatively inexpensive 
now compared to what their value will be in years 
to come, We suggest that you start by writing to 
our advertisers and requesting a catalog. Also, you 
might want to obtain a copy of the July 1990 issue 
of “Collectors’ Showcase” magazine, which con- 
YO-YO TIMES ™ newsletter 
is published bi-monthly by: 

Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
Circulation & Business: 
1-703-742-YOYO (9696) 
Editorial: 1-703-STRINGS 
(1-703-787-4647) 
©1991 by Creative Communications 
Inc. All rights reserved. For informa- 
tion on reproduction of any part of 
this issue, contact us at the address 
above. 
ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 
Stuart F Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo- Yo”) 
Managing Editor: 
Margaret P. Crump 
Subscriptions: $12 per year 
(USS. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers please add 
$6/year for postage and handling 


tains an article, “Yo-Yos: The Playable Collec- 
tible,” which includes color photos of about 30 
different old yo-yos and yo-yo memorabilia. A 
copy is available for $5 (postpaid) from 
“Collector’s Showcase,” P.O. Bax 837, Tulsa, OK 
74101.) 


PROFILE _ 


Larry Shumate 


If you’ve ever wondered how a yo-yo man got 
Started back in the Golden Days of Yo, Lany 
Shumate’s story is probably typical. He had just 
graduated from high school (June 1948) and was 
working in a drug store in Denver when Duncan 
yo-yo men Dan Marris and Bamey Akers came 
through town in mid-1949. 

"I got acquainted with them,” Larry said simp- 
ly when we interviewed him on our recent visit to 
Las Vegas, where he and his wife, Betty, now live. 
“They offered me the opportunity to go with them 
to Detroit and work full time,” he said. “I didn’t 
have any thing else going, so I went.” 

Well, it wasn’t quite that simple. He started 
yoing several years earlier as a kid, leaming from 
the yo-yo men on their annual visits to town, enter- 
ing and winning contests. 

One of the yo-yo men he got to know was Mar- 
vin Akers, Bamey’s younger brother, who was a 
demonstrator for years. Larry became so profi- 
cient with the yo-yo that he was invited to work 
with the team on Saturdays and run contests while 
still in high school. 

In Detroit he met Leo Norman and Wayne 
Lundberg, whom he roomed with. Wayne is 
remembered as the man who conceived the idea 
of the butterfly yo-yo and the satellite yo-yo in the 
late 1950s or early 1960s. The five-man team 
worked Detroit for six to eight weeks. 

"Bamey’s team always started in Detroit in the 
fall, shortly after school started. Detroit was a 
great yo-yo town,” he said. 

In a big city, such as Detroit, the visit lasted 
several weeks. “In the smaller towns, we might 
Stay only a week or two,” he said. “I worked all 
over West Virginia, Indiana and Michigan.” 

After a break over the Christmas holidays, Bar- 
ney, Dan and he sailed to Hawaii. “I spent four 
weeks in Honolulu and roomed with Bamey at the 
Royal Hawaiian. Bamey got bored with things, so 
he decided to take lessons on the ukulele. He 
found some old woman who taught him how to 
play it 

"Then we went to Maui while Dan and Bamey 
went to two cities on the island of Hawaii, the ‘big 
island.’ There wasn’t even a hotel on Maui,” he 
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recalled. “I stayed in a boarding house. I'd go 
around to ail the plantation schools. They’d sell 
yo-yos in the plantation stores.” 

Two weeks later the crew reassembled in 
Honolulu and flew back to San Francisco to start 
the spring tour. “We got in the car and DROVE 
from San Francisco to New York. That was lots of 
traveling in those days.” The disadvantage of 
being on the team, rather than leading it, were ob- 
vious: “Dan and FLEW to New York.” 

The drive almost tumed into disaster “We pick- 
ed up another fellow, named Johnny, and the four 
of us started the long drive. We hit a patch of ice 
in Illinois and rolled Bamey’s vehicle three times. 
I was the only one injured. I received aconcussion 
and a sprained ankle. 

"Tom Ives (Duncan’s general manager and 
Donald Duncan Sr’s brother-in-law) came down 
from Chicago and picked us up. We drove to New 
York and met with all of Duncan’s crew, maybe 
25-30 guys. That was the only contact I ever had 
with any of the othercrews.” At the time, everyone 
on the crew was male. Women didn’ t join the team 
until the early 1960s, when the golden years were 
almost over. 

"Then we split up and worked all over the New 
York area, and we didn’t see much of the other 
crews. That was during February and March. It 
was a little chilly, but we had a good campaign. 
We worked the dime stores. 

"We'd go to the school grounds and tell the kids, 
‘We’ ll be over at Joe’s Candy Store after school 
for a yo-yo contest at 4 o’ clock.’ Sometimes they 
[the school authorities] would make us leave. 
Sometimes they’ d tum us over to the police! Most 
of the police did know the yo-yo men, but you had 
to show proof that that’s what you were. I was 
questioned by the police right in my own home 
town (Denver) one time. I proved who I was be- 
cause my dad was on the police force. 

"In a lot of cities we had letters from the school 
board giving us permission. Other times they 
refused us, so we had to stand on the comers near 
the schools. Then we’d work the dime stores. We 
held a lot of contests in the movie theaters.” 

How did that work? “Sometimes we'd start right 
out with a contest. We had many contests where 
the kids couldn’t do anymore than a ‘Sleeper’ and 
‘Walk the Dog,’ but we’d work with them. We’d 
put out posters and sell trick books, and eventual- 
ly we'd get some pretty good yo-yo players. 

”We sure did an awful lot of carving on the yo- 
yos. The kids would sometimes line up fora block 
waiting forus tocarve their initials in theiryo-yos. 
If we had time, we’d carve their names and little 
tropical scenes. I'd do a little bird by itself, and 
add a palm tree scene with a little sailboat, a 
couple of sea gulls and the sun with a sandy beach, 
and maybe some sprigs of grass on the beach. 

”I leamed carving from Dan Marnis. You had to 
get a special knife and you'd have to bevel it on 
one side. You’d carry an Arkansas marble stone 
(which you can get in any good hardware store) in 
your pocket and sharpen the blade every third or 
fourth yo-yo. I carved thousands of yo-yos all over 


the US.” 

"Larry started the palm tree and sea gulls,” Betty 
said. 

” Alot of people copied my scene,” Larry added. 

"We really sold a lot of yo-yas. The going price 
in about 1950 for the 77 Toumament was 49-50 
cents. The model 33 red and black no-spin model 
for the little kids was 5 cents. The beginner model, 
number 44, was larger, also red and black with a 
fixed string. It was 25 cents.” 

How did the old yo-yos compare with today’s 
wooden yo-yos? “Hummingbird is a much more 
forgiving yo-yo than a Cheerio or a Duncan,” he 
said. “It’s easier to do ‘The Man on the Flying 
Trapeze’ [with a modem yo-yo such as the Hum- 
mingbird]. 

"But the Duncans were easier to loop. I always 
liked the weight of the wooden yo-yos much bet- 
ter than today’s plastic models. I played them 
(plastic yo-yos) as much as I could, but I always 
seem to go back to the wooden yo-yos.” An ex- 
ception to that statement, he said, is the Play maxx 
Pro-Yo plastic yo-yo, which he began to work 
with just recently. 

"We made maybe $30-40 a week and traveling 
expenses. We had two automobiles for our five- 
man crew. These expenses and our salaries came 
out of Bamey’s pocket. He was the campaign 
manager Any yo-yos we sold in the area would 
goon his commission book in Chicago. Any of his 
crew’s wages, expenses for patches, spools of 
string, and so on came out of his account. 

"We were actually working for Bamey Akers as 
campaign manager [rather than directly for Dun- 
can]. Bamey was always a simple person. He 
knew how to control the money and did a real good 
job at it. We'd get the same pay no matter how 
many yo-yos we sold. Straight salary.” 

"I was only with him (Bamey Akers) for one 
solid season.” Why did he leave the circuit? “In the 
fail (1950) I came back to Denver and got mar- 
tied.” He and his new bride, Betty, married in Oc- 
tober 1950, and soon had kids on the way. So, “I 
had to get into something where my wife could be 
closer I couldn’ t travel anymore.” 

After leaving the full-time circuit, he continued 
on a part-time basis whenever the Duncan team, 
later headed by Herman Ridgeway, came through 
Denver and Wyoming. “I didn’t know his 
(Ridgeway’s) crew. He was the manager He just 
died last spring.” 

“I went to work for the fire department in Den- 
ver for 27 years and 16 years with the rescue 
squad” (some of the years overlapped). 

He continues to yo-yo regularly. His buddies at 
the fire department, where he worked for many 
years, called him “Yo-Yo.” “There were guys in 
the fire department who didn’t know I had a real 
name.” 

Since moving to Las Vegas, he’s joined the 
Shrine Clowns, who entertain children in hospi- 
tals and other institutions. “That’s the most fun, 
entertaining the children [who can’t get out].” 

What was it like to be a yo-yo man in those gold- 
en days of Duncan? 

"It was interesting work traveling all over the 
US., and kind of fun. I enjoyed it thoroughly. 
You’d come into a strange city where you'd never 
been before. We'd get a street map and figure out 
where the schools were. We'd find contest spots 
near the schools. You couldn’t do it that way 
anymore. They don’t put dime stores near schools 
any more. It’s a whole different ball game. 

"When TV came in, they changed the strategy 
completely. TV ruined the yo-yo man. One com- 
mercial on TV would probably sell five times as 
many yoO-yos as any crew could sell. But without 
the crews out there to help the kids learn how to 


play them, it kind of killed the yo-yo. Kids need 
to be shown how to do it” 

His wife, Betty, added: “Larry worked very 
hard, hours and hours, leaming how to yo-yo....I 
used to do some traveling with him. Those little 
kids would stand around in awe of the yo-yo man. 
They really look up to somebody who can do these 
things.” 

"They used to call her ‘the yo-yo man’s girl 
friend,’ Larry said. 

I was a little embarrassed,” Betty added. “I was 
pregnant! I tried to tell them I was his wife!” 

How did you meet your wife? “Iwas doing ayo- 
yo show for the Christmas party for the kids at a 
fratemal lodge our fathers belonged to. We were 
both there.” 

” After he did his show, he asked his dad to ask 
my dad who I was,” Betty said. “We were married 
ayear later.” 

"And she’s been pulling my strings every 
since—just like a puppet,” Lamy added. “You 
know how those redheads are.” 


PATHS TO 
THE STATE OF YO 


A Yo-Yo Story 


by Don Watson, “Captain Yo” 

Once upon a time (1935), a young lad tried his 
first yo-yo. The cost? One dime. It was a Duncan 
“Beginner,” half black, half red anda non-sleeper. 
The yo-yo gave much more than a dime’s worth 
of fun— fora week or two until he could scrounge 
together 25 cents for his first genuine sleeper, a 
Duncan “Toumament” yo-yo. And a beautiful 
thing it was, with fogged-edge, cloud-reminiscent 
white stripes (each side) on a sky-blue back- 
ground. 

Alas, within days it was wom to a nub of its 
former self after hours of leaming and practicing 
“Walk the Dog” on the rough sidewalks of New 
York. Scarred and battered, it was soon retired in 
favor of a succession of many more Duncan Tour- 
nament yo-yos, 

Once upon a time (1939-41), the young guy 
hung out at the local Woolworth (“Five and 
Dime”) store on Saturday momings. At 9 a.m., it 
was time for the Duncan yo-yo demonstrators to 
mesmerize the local yo-yo gang with magical 
tricks and unforgettable skills. 

The young guy didn’t know it then, but it would 
be 50 years before he would again see the beauty 
of two-handed “Loop the Loop” and “Reach for 
the Moon,” in 1989, by Dennis McBride in Chico, 
Calif. 

Each week after the regular demonstrator ses- 
sions, he badgered the Filipino experts to show 
him “just one more” trick or technique. He won 
his first contests in that period. Each time the prize 
was a light-blue sleeveless sweater with the 
coveted Duncan Yo-Yo Winner shield-shaped 
patch. 

Ina five-city championship ona theater stage at 
Freeport, Long Island, he threw over 100 consecu- 
tive “Loops” in a tie-breaker to win a Monarch 
“Silver King” balloon-tired, knee-action front 
wheel, steer-hom handle-bar bicycle, complete 
with headlight, tank (with battery-operated hom) 
and luggage rack. That was a “wow!” experience 
for any depression kid. 

Years went by. Wartime, college, family and 
career diverted his attention. The young man’s 
children remember that he would show them some 
tricks now and again as they grew into their teen 
years, but his recollection of that is poor 

Once upon yet another time (1988-90), he got 
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Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today 
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A photograph of Tom and Dick ‘M T RS 
Smothers, an official Fan Club member- 7. v 
ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo / \ 
jan in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, a 
“Just Say YO!" bumper Slicker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography 
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brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 
pearances. 
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SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


" ° 
It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 

The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 
Sung Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 

(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add Send your check today to: 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 
Please allow 3 weeks for Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
delivery in the U.S., and at Herndon, VA 22070 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 

Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 
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2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6 and 4-1.. If an issue 
is out of stock, we will send you a photocopy of 
the issue, unless you specify otherwise. Send $2 
for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. For other foreign orders, add 
$1 for postage and handling per issue, except for 
#-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 

Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


back to it He got back to the fun known as “The 
State of Yo.” 

Semi-retired, looking for fun things to do, he ad- 
mired and collected yo-yos from many sources, 
resurrected long-neglected skills, designed and 
fabricated new yo-yo ty pes for himself and others. 

Yo-yo shows foryouth groups and service clubs, 
with professional appearances at schools, fairs, 
malls and conventions expanded his yo-yo fun and 
activity. 

He enjoyed wonderful friendships with many 
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THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It’s 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 


illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos, For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept Y 


yo-yo players from the youngest to the oldest. 
And he began to write a short column for the 
only nationally distributed yo-yo oriented 
newsletter. To his grandchildren, he became 
known as “Papa Yo.” 
Once upon a time . . . but that’s another story. 
The fun continues in The State of Yo! 


YO BRIEFS 


@ Wallace Toy Co. Inc., P.O. Bax 349, Wallace, 
ID 83873, 800/535-3364 or 208/752-3391, which 
manufacturers the world’s smallest yo-yo, the 
“Itsy-Bitsy,” and is also a distributor of the Bunny 
Martin World Champion Yo-Yo, is for sale. Un- 
fortunately, the yo-yo business has not been as 
good for Wallace as owners Linda and Robert 
Brucker had hoped. “The economy is kind of 
shakey,” Bob Brucker said. “That’s why we are 
selling our factory.” If you’ re interested in buy ing 
a whole yo-yo company, give the Bruckers a call. 
Meanwhile, the company will continue to sell its 
y0-yos as before until a sale is completed. 

e Looking for some bargains in the latest model 
yo-yos? Paul Buethe has gone off to college and 
is selling off the stock of his yo-yo business at bar- 
gain prices. Offers are good only while supplies 
last. Here are a few samples of bargains (all brand 
new, in original boxes): Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, No 
Jive ($10), No Jive Jz ($8), SmoBro Yo-Yo, $12; 
autographed copies of Helaine Zeiger’s book 
“World on a String,” republished by Kuhn and 
autographed by Zeiger and Kuhn ($6); Hum- 
mingbird Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yos in red, white or blue 


($3, Smothers Yo-Yo Man Video ($6); and Den- 
nis McBride’s Two-Handed Yo-yo tricks video 
($20). Please add $2.50 for shipping and handling. 
Contact Paul Buethe at 1236 N. Monroe, Stock- 
ton, CA95203. 

@ If you live in the Spokane, Wash., area, get in 
touch with Chris Cook, W. 2932 Sanson, Spokane, 
WA 99205, 509/326-0421. He regularly teaches 
yo-yo classes with the city’s Parks and Recreation 

nt. 


CONTEST NEWS 


e@ The next contest in Chico, Calif., will be held 
on April 27. But it won’t be a big deal this time 
around, promoter Bob Malowney said. “Low key” 
were the words he used to describe it. “We're 
holding off on the big events for the Oct. 19 
Califomia Championships,” he said. It will in- 
clude a collector's convention. “Watch for infor- 
mation and announcements, including the 
location.” For details on the April 27 event, con- 
tact Bob directly at Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. 
Fifth St., Chico, CA 95928, 916/893-0545. 

@ Winners of the contest held at the final class 
of the fall sessions conducted by Chris Cook and 
sponsored by the Spokane (Wash.) Parks and 
Recreation Department were (1) Jeff Sunden, (2) 
Adrian Pauw Adams, and (3) Sean Green. 


YO HISTORY 


Send in Your 
Personal Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

Afew have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates of award and other information that 
substantiate your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are those 
who simply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recall about who 
won the contest, where it was held, etc. We'll pub- 
lish as many such stories in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We’|I probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


Phoenix Champ 


I was a local yo-yo champ and spinning tops 
champ in Phoenix, Ariz. I’m now [age deleted!] 
and work with kids as a clown. I can only do about 
eight tricks these days because I’ m out of practice. 

My brother, Pete Span, in Phoenix, won nation- 
al contests for both yo-yos and spin tops in about 
1957, including a $5000 scholarship for a contest 
held at Disneyland. 

Mrs. Penny Spann 
Las Vegas, NV 
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TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked y ours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means thatyou are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


Leonard’s Innovative Combo 
Leonard Siegel 

“The Innovative Yoist” 

San Diego, Calif. 

This is a combination trick. For best results, 
you'll need a long-spinning yo-yo, such as the 
Yomega Raider, which I use. The trick starts off 
with “Around the World,” then “Rock the Baby,” 
then “The Pinwheel,” then the “Confederate 
Flag,” and finally “Ursa Major” (the two-handed 
star)—all on one spin of the yo-yo. 

Acouple of hints: Keep the spinner for the trick 
straight at all times, and do not drop the yo-yoafter 
the Confederate Flag. Instead, lower it gently 
down and into “Ursa Major.” 


“Rainbow Vision” 
Dennis Grzesiak 


Oxford, Mich. 

For the best visual effect, first color the yo-yo 
string with fluorescent markers. Two or three al- 
ternating colors look best. 

Throw a spinner. Put string over the index finger 
of your left hand, extending it at eye level. Pull the 
string horizontal (to the right) with your yo-yo 
hand. 


As the yo-yo nears your index finger, toss it 
slightly upward, tugging the string with your yo- 
yo hand. The colored string will flutter in a cir- 
cular motion as it winds up the yo-yo, retuming to 
the yo-yo hand. 

The effect of this trick is similar to the vertical 
“Lariat,” “Flying Saucer” or “Sleeping Beauty,” 
yet far more visually stimulating. 


“Criss-Cross Interception” 
Dale Oliver 
Seattle, Wash. 
Throw a “Breakaway” with both hands. When 


they retum, catch two interceptions with opposite 
hands. 


In other words, catch the right-hand yo-yo with 
the left hand and at the same time catch the left- 
hand yo-yo with the right hand. 


“Eye of the Tornado” 
Dale Oliver 
Seattle, Wash. 

This is one of my favorites. Throw two-handed 
“Around the Worlds,” one slightly ahead of the 
other 

After they make one circuit, cross each hand to 
the opposite side of your body for the second cir- 
cuit, then bring them back to the “correct” side of 
your body for the third circuit. 

This trick requires you to throw three circuits of 
“Around the World,” so you'll probably need a 
long-spinning yo-yo such as a Pro-Yo, Silver Bul- 
let or Yomega. 

If you miss timing them right, you’ ll find your- 
self outside the eye of the tomado. Duck! 


Send Us Your Letters and 
Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
to you if we have questions. 

Incidentally, if you have questions, we can 
generally answer them only through the newslet- 
ter. If you have a simple question that requires a 
quick answer, just pick up the phone and call us 
during normal business hours. If you get our voice 
mail box, leave your question along with name, 


‘SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
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YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
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LETTERS 


ae enh 
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address and phone number, and we’ ll try to get 
back toyou as quickly as we can or else answer in 
the newsletter 


Information Needed 

I’m 15 and a freshman at De Pere High School. 
I’ve been an avid yo-yoist for about four years 
now and want to excel in the sport. I like to say I 
have mastered all the basic tricks and more, from 
“Braintwister” to “Rock the Baby on the Flying 
Trapeze.” 

Even though I have never been in any contests 
or seen any demonstrations, I am very interested 
in doing so. 

If you or your readers could send me anything 
tell where or when a yo-yo demonstration will be 
held, I would greatly appreciate it. Also, I'd like 
any information telling how to hold my own yo- 
yocontests. Any catalogs, books, videos and soon 
that I could obtain or purchase would be great. 

Matt Joswick 
123 Scout Way 
De Pere, WI 54115 

[Matt, we hope most of your questions will be 
answered in this issue and future issues. You can 
also write directly to our advertisers for informa- 
tion. Are there any readers who can help Matt?] 


From the Gulf 

(Feb. 22, somewhere in the Persian Gulf)— 
Thank you for the subscription to “Yo-Yo Times.” 
[Bditor’s Note: See article on “Operation G.I. Yo” 
for details on free copies of YYT for soldiers sta- 
tioned in the Gulf] I hope I don’t have to receive 
TOO many free copies. I’d rather be home paying 
for them! 

Alot of soldiers over here have been yoing, but 
one problem has been strings. I wrote one 
manufacturer but haven’ t heard from them yet. 

I couldn’t believe how many soldiers over here 
don’t know how to yo-yo. Pve been giving little 
yo classes for those really wanting to know how. 

I haven’ t yoed seriously for about 10 years. But 
when I picked up the yo-yo, it felt great. I'll have 
to go home and teach my kids how. They’ re 6, 5 
and 3 years old. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. I know 
that the prayers are what we need the most. God 
will see us through. 

Is “Yo-Yo Times” a full-time business, ordo you 
have another business besides the yo business? 

Sgt. Joe Baes 364841954 
BS56-44th MEB, 6P3 NE 
FPO NY 09503-0037 

[Hi, Joe! We hope that by the time you receive 
this issue with y our letter in ityou and all youryo- 
yoing buddies are safely at home with your 
families. Please write us again and let us know 
more about your yo-yo experiences in the Gulf. 
The yo business is part time.] 


Yo-Yo Man Song 

About five years ago I bought my firstyo-yo. To 
put it simply, it was love at first sight. 

The arrival of the Smothers Brothers on 
television sent me into my first state of yo. The 
thing I remember most about the show is the songs 
that the Yo-Yo Man performed to. 

After the show went off the air, I hit a slump. I 
began buying more and more yo-yos but using 
them less and less. 

It seems that the Yo-Yo Man song is the only 
thing capable of retuming me toa true state of yo. 
T already have “The Dancing Yo-Yo” by Michael 
Preddy (the Smothers Brothers pianist and musi- 
cal director), but I still have yet to find a way to 
obtain the other Yo-Yo Man song used on the 
show. 

Is there any possible way in which I might get 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Piece of Beechwood 
* Official Signature Model 
© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Plastic Carrying Case 
* Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos - $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Box 349 1-800-535-3364 


Wallace, Idaho 83873 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 


Write for Information. 


We'll put you on our 
mailing list. 


(Bird in. Hand. 


W. 5th St., Chico, CA 95928 


WERE ON THE MARKET 
America’s Best! ONE PIECE 
Wooden Yo-Yo 

«Tournament Quality « Dynamically Balanced 


e Spectacular Finishes Custom Designs, Labeling 
e Rhinestones & Holograms 
Watch for: 
Limited Edition Yo-Yo Announcements |? 
e American Spinners Jackets 


e Yo-Yo Cards 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr. 
Wayne, NJ07470 

Phone & Fax: 
201-694-7773 


“The Transcendetal Yo-Yo Man” 
Telford, Pa. 

[Tim, the song “I Want to Be Like the Yo-Yo 
Man” appears on the Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo 
Man Video, which is available at most video stores 
or directly from the distributor for $14.95 plus 
$3.95 shipping and handling for the first tape; $1 
S&H for each additional tape. You'll receive the 
tape and an official Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yo. You can 
use your credit card and call 1-800-331-6839 to 
order. (From Canada, send check or credit card 
number and write to Wood Knapp & Co., Order 
Fulfillment Dept, P.O. Box 460, Clinton, TN 
37716.) It is marketed by Wood Knapp Video, 
5900 Wilshire Bivd., #2700, Los Angeles, CA 
92036, 213/965-3000. ] 


Saw Boy’s Life Article 

I recently gave my son, Bryan, a good old 
fashioned wooden yo-yo. He showed an im- 
mediate interest and has since wom out the yo-yo 
string. 

I also recently read an article in “Boy’s Life” 
magazine (November 1990) about “The Yo 
Brothers,” Mark and Robert Litton of Califomia. 
It brought back fond memories of the yo-yo days 
during my youth. 

As a result, I would like to subscribe to “Yo-Yo 
Times.” 
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Tam also interested in any yo-y o specialty shops 
you are aware of in the Boston area. My son’s yo- 
yO string will need constant replacing and he, 
along with his three brothers and sisters, may need 
a new yo-yo on a regular basis. 

Bob Pettit 
Dover, Mass, 

[Bob, we know of noyo-yo shops in the Boston 
area. Do any readers? Try your smaller, privately 
owned and operated toy stores, and especially kite 
shops. We've discovered the easiest way to put- 
chase yo-yo string is in bulk directly from one of 
our advertisers, We buy hundreds of strings at a 
time. Write to a few of them for their prices.] 


Looking for Books 

Please send me a sample copy. I used to sub- 
scribe to the Duncan newsletter [which is no 
longer published] and periodically I search 
“Books in Print” foryo-yo books. Once ina while 
a rather small yo-yo tricks manual comes out, but 
never the deeper delving into techniques and clas- 
sifications of tricks and stunts. 

What do you think of the diablo, sometimes 
called the “Chinese yo-yo”? The juggler’s 
magazine, “Kaskade,” which is published in Ger- 
many, recently did a cover article on the diablo. 
Jack Wiley published several related books, such 
as a book on unicycling. 

Theard of you in my Smothers Brothers newslet- 
ter I'd like information on obtaining back issues 
as well as information on yo-yos for sate. Do you 
have stickers for cars? Throw-away transfers? 

Res 

[NOTE: That’s all the name that the letter was 
signed with; no address on the letter, which be- 
came seperated from the envelope. Who are you, 
Res? We invite readers to respond to Res’ letter, 
send your replies to us, ] 


Florida Information Needed 
Ireceived a Klutz Yo-Yo and book for Christmas 
and am requesting a sample copy of “Yo-Yo 
Times,” which was mentioned in the manual. 
Iam 38 years old and have been away from yo- 
yos fora very long time. I was wondering if you 
know of any yo-yo clubs or yo-yo teachers in 
Florida. Clearwater is on the west coast, but I 
travel around the state in my work. Thanks for any 
information you can send. 
Christine Noguere 
Clearwater, Fla. 
[Can any readers help Christine? Let us know 
and we’ ll relay the information to her] 


Swiss Info Needed 
If you have any other information about yo- 
yoing, I would like to receive it. We do not have 
any thing of that kind in Switzerland. 
Ochsenbein Heinz 
Freiburgstr 125 
CH-3008 Bem, Switzerland 


It’s Fun to Yo-Yo 

Yo-yoing was a big thing in my growing up, 
learning to mingle with other children and learn- 
ing to yo-yo. 

I have taught the art of yo-yoing and it’s great! 
Yes, yo-yoing has given me many many 
memorable minutes and hours. 

I’ve been doing “Around the World” since 1933 
and have been in a lot of contests. 

You mentioned in some of your articles about 
people who collect yo-yos. I started collecting 
when I first played with yo-yos. I now have more 
than 200 yo-yos, from black and red beginner 
models up to the newest modes. 

Ialso have yo-yoing patches from 1933 to 1980, 
books and packets of string and pictures. 


I'm also hoping to see the Smothers Brothers 
when they come to the Fox Theater this spring 
(May 16-19). 

Thanks for your super newsletter. Yo-yoing is 
fun. 

David Dashow 
Huntington Woods, Mich. 


Interest is Exploding 

The number of Spokane-area yoers has positive- 
ly exploded recently. This city is usually a couple 
of years behind the times, so the latest yo-yo craze 
is just now settling in a big way. 

I had to tum about 25 people away from the 
winter class I held with the Spokane Parks and 
Recreation Department because of the overload. 
They were consoled with the news that the class 
will be offered again in the spring, starting April 
8, with the probability that we’ ll have to expand 
to two or three classes per week instead of one. 

We've also had to expand the number of age 
divisions for the contest, held at the last class, to 
accommodate the diversity of ages (7 to 68 years 
old). 

As ever, many thanks to Hummingbird Toy Co. 
for its unfailing support in providing supplies and 
awards. 

Thanks again for your efforts in the name of yo- 
yoing. 

Chris Cook 
Spokane, Wash. 

[Anyone in the area who is interested in contact- 
ing Chris about his upcoming classes can find his 
address in the “YO BRIEFS” section of this issue. 
Also, Chris sent us an interview with yo-yo pro 
Dale Oliver, which we plan to run in an upcoming 
issue.] 
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THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 


_ words in boldface unless you specify differently. 


Yo-% Times assumes no responsibility or 

liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 
JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 


LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
WANTED: YO-YOERS (OVER 21) who enjoy 
working with kids. New program. No travel. 
Good earnings. Please reply by resume or 
letter c/o “Yo-Yo Times,” P.O. Box 1519-PYM, 
Herndon, VA 22070. No calls, please! We will 
forward your letters along to the party that 
placed this ad and who wishes to remain 
anonymous at this time. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN YO-YOERS: inter- 
mediate yoer living in Cheyenne, Who., 
needs coaching in advanced and 2-handed 
play. Will travel within 200 miles for lessons. 
Contact Charles Short, 1-307-635-5624. Also 
interested in corresponding with yo people 
everywhere. 1709 W. Jefferson, Cheyenne, 
WY 82007. 


FIRST CLASS 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is 
it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “4/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 
notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write 
your "account number" (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of 
the mailing label) and the word "RENEWAL" on your 
check. See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t 


miss a single issue! 
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